CPD and other Surgical Services Support Areas Using Sterilizers


Attachment 1: Central Distribution Storage of Sterile Supplies
I.    Storage of Sterile Supplies
A.  Sterile supplies should be stored at least 8 inches from the floor and 24 inches from the ceiling.  They are stored in CD in designated areas.  Storage carts are cleaned one time per month with an EPA-registered disinfectant.

B. The shelf life of unopened or undamaged packaged sterile items follows:

Wrapped items and peel packaged items are considered sterile until the package is opened or damaged.

      C.
Sterile supplies on issue shelves are used to ensure that items do not remain on shelves too long.  The most recent sterilized items are placed behind the ones that are already on the shelves.  Any opened or damaged packages are removed from the shelves and returned to CPD for reprocessing.

II.
Commercially Sterilized Items Stored in Central Distribution

A. Commercially sterilized supply items that are damaged, opened, outdated (when applicable) or wet must be considered contaminated and unsafe for patient care use.
B. Purchased sterile supply items that are out-of-date or no longer considered safe for use may be re-sterilized only by an approved third party reprocessor in accordance with the manufacturer’s recommendations for that particular item.  Refer to the Infection Control Policy, “Reuse of Single Use Devices.”
C. Employees replenishing the Patient Care Units, Med/Surg Exchange carts, Co/Struc lockers, etc. will check each sterile supply item daily and remove any found to be out-of-date, damaged, opened, etc., and replace as necessary.  They are to maintain carts in a neat and orderly fashion at all times.
D. When replenishing carts, lockers, etc., be sure to rotate sterile items that might become out-of-date in near future in a position on the cart, shelf, etc., so that items will be used first.
E. All instrument storage carts will be free of dust.
F. It is the responsibility of the Central Distribution supervisors to see that supply items sterilized in Central Processing Department or purchased sterile for patient care use and issued, and distributed by Central Distribution are kept in a sterile condition.
