Guidelines for Disposal of Regulated Medical Waste


Attachment 1: Regulated Waste Management Plan

	Type of Waste
	Regulated Medical Waste
	Non-Regulated Medical waste
	Municipal Solid Waste

	
	(i.e., “red bag trash”)
	Sanitary Sewer
	Sanitary Landfill

(i.e., “white bag trash”)

	Mycobacterial isolates/Select agents of bioterrorism after steam sterilization
	X
	
	

	All other microbiological waste
	X
	
	

	Anatomical pathological waste
	X
	
	

	*Blood or body fluids, in container that cannot be emptied.
	X
	
	

	Bulk blood/blood product container by pouring down clinical, non-handwashing sink
	
	X
	

	Blood-soaked gauze 
	X
	
	

	Blood product administration sets
	X
	
	

	Suction canister waste
	
	X
	

	Emptied suction canister
	
	
	X

	Sharps (e.g., needles, scalpels, etc.) in the appropriate locked containers
	X
	
	

	**Other non-regulated medical waste, including waste from isolation rooms, OR, and ICU
	
	
	X


* Liquid blood, serum, plasma, other blood products, emulsified human tissue, spinal fluids, and pleural and peritoneal fluids in containers. 
** E.g., gowns, gloves, masks, gauze with trace blood or body fluids, disposable non-sharp instruments, IV tubing not used for blood product administration, dialysates, urine, and feces (these are not blood or body fluids per definition and should be disposed of in commodes or clinical sink). 
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