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Special Pathogens Response Center (SPARC) SOP: Dialysis in a Special Pathogen Patient 

Subject This SOP describes the process for safely performing hemodialysis/continuous 
renal replacement therapy (CRRT) on a patient with a special pathogen.  

Responsibility All staff working in the Special Pathogens Unit (SPU) are responsible for 
understanding and conducting the procedures described in this SOP. 

Supplies • PPE for special pathogen patients

• Hemodialysis/CRRT machine

• Dialysis tubing

• Dialysate

Procedure Establishing vascular access 

• Hemodialysis/CRRT is only to be performed in the patient’s room.

• Catheter insertion is to be done in the patient’s room by staff highly
competent in line placement.

• Avoid the subclavian site due to challenges with site compression if
bleeding occurs.

• Ultrasound guidance should be used for placement to reduce
cannulation attempts and complications.

o Ultrasound machine should be dedicated to the isolation room

until terminal cleaning and disinfection can occur

• Utilize closed, needless connecter devices to catheter hubs to reduce

blood exposure.

• If blood is visible on PPE, immediately wipe it off with an EPA
registered disinfectant wipe.

Dedicated Equipment 

• The hemodialysis/CRRT machine should be dedicated to the patient’s
room until terminal cleaning and disinfection can occur

• All other dialysis-related supplies, including the dialyzer, should be
disposed of as Category A waste in red-bag biohazard trash

• Do not reprocess or reuse the dialyzer

Effluent Disposal 

• Special pathogens such as EBOV should not be able to cross an intact
dialyzer membrane; however, because a small leak may not be
apparent, effluent should be treated as contaminated waste.

• Effluent should be disposed of in the bleach-treated toilet (Reference
Handling Liquid Waste SOP)

• Dispose of effluent in a manner that reduces splashes and allows safe
drainage into the toilet.

Machine Decontamination/Terminal Disinfection 

• Use PPE for special pathogen patients
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• Perform a cleaning step using a detergent per the manufacturer’s 
instructions for use 

• Perform disinfection using an EPA-registered disinfectant from EPA List 
L or List Q 

o Wet Times:  
▪ Super Sani Cloth (purple top wipe): 2 minutes 
▪ Bleach Wipes (orange top wipe): 4 minutes 

• Ensure all surfaces are cleaned and disinfected, especially high-touch 
surfaces such as control panels. 
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