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SOP: Special Pathogen Doffing Area 

Subject This SOP outlines the procedures for establishing and operating the 
Special Pathogen PPE doffing area within the Special Pathogens Unit 
(SPU) and the SPARC Laboratory. 

Supplies Mirror x 2 
EPA Registered Disinfectant x 2 
Swiffer x 2 
Chairs x 2 
Table x 2 
Nitrile gloves (1 box of each: S, M, L, XL) 
Alcohol Based Hand Rub (ABHR): 2-4 bottles 
Wide mouth trashcan (2-3) 
Red biohazard trash bags x 1 roll 
Grabbers x 2 
Special Pathogen PPE Doffing instructions x 2 
Tote of white crocs-like shoes 

Procedure SPU and SPARC Laboratory doffing area set up will occur at the time of 
activation. In the SPU, the doffing area will be located in 4302. In the 
SPARC Laboratory, the doffing area will be set up just outside of room 
8, in the hallway. 

SPU Doffing Area 

• Remove all equipment and supplies from the area.

• Place a line of red tape on the floor to divide the back half of the
room. This area is considered the high-risk area.

• Place a second line of red tape within that section to create two
separate doffing stations.

• Put a floor length mirror in each doffing station, propped against a
wall.

• Place a table or bedside table between the two doffing stations
with 2 bottles of ABHR.

• Place a trash can, lined with biohazard bags, at the edge of each
doffing station.

• Place a wipeable chair (no fabric) without armrests just outside the
high-risk area of the doffing area, in the low-risk area.

• Place a folding table in the low-risk area with the following items:
o EPA-registered disinfectant wipes
o S, M, L, XL nitrile gloves
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o Tote of white slip-on shoes (stored under the table) 
Teammates will doff PPE in the doffing area with a doffing monitor 
according to the PPE doffing instructions.  
 
Teammates will remove trash from the doffing area prior to entering 
the patient’s room if the trash is 1/2 to 2/3 full. 
 
SPARC Laboratory Doffing Area 

• Remove all equipment and supplies from the area.  

• Place red tape on the floor outside Room 7 in a rectangular 
fashion. The space should be large enough for 1 person to doff 
PPE.  

• Place a floor length mirror across from the doffing area. 

• Place a small table, or stool, next to the doffing station with 1 
bottle of ABHR. 

• Place a trash can, lined with biohazard bags, at the edge of each 
doffing station. 

• Place a wipeable chair (no fabric) without armrests just outside the 
high-risk area of the doffing area, in the low-risk area. 

• Place a small table in the low-risk area with the following items: 
o Use a small table or folding table that can be moved out of 

the way when teammates are not doffing PPE. 
o EPA-registered disinfectant wipes 
o S, M, L, XL nitrile gloves  
o White slip-on shoes (stored under the table) 

 
Teammates will doff PPE in the doffing area with a doffing monitor 
according to the PPE doffing instructions. If the trash in the doffing 
area is at capacity (1/2 - 2/3 full), the teammate will perform waste 
removal prior to doffing PPE.  
 
After the teammate has finished doffing PPE, the doffing monitor will 
mop the area with a Swiffer mop and EPA registered disinfectant wipe.  
 
Ambulance Doffing Area 
See Ambulance Decontamination SOP 

 

References  SPARC SOP: PPE Doffing for Special Pathogens 
SPARC SOP: Special Pathogens Unit (SPU) Checklist  

 

Responsible SPARC Program Manager 
SPARC Laboratory Manager 
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